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Fifteen of AAC?s high school students are participating in the 
?Conference of the Parties? (COP). The international environmental 
meeting is held each year in a different country and is attended by 
worldwide leaders. This year?s conference will take place in 
Morocco November 7-18. 

"Because it is being held in Marrakesh, we held our own 
mini-COP22 here at AAC,? said Tom Shepard, middle school science 
and math teacher. ?They created presentations that addressed 
climate change and solutions to these global challenges we are 
facing."

The chosen students have met each week to study climate change 
and discuss different alternatives, according to Khalid Ait-Kass, AP 
science teacher. During their COP 22 classes, students are divided 
into groups of three. Each group needs to come up with solutions 
regarding certain environmental problems in Morocco and how to 
resolve them. 

?It has been a privilege to work with high school students to 
prepare a presentation about COP 22 for the purpose to attend this 
prestigious event,? Mr Ait-Kass said. Actively participating in events 
like this help prepare our students to be global citizens equipped 
with essential 21st Century skills.

AAC Takes The COP 22

The students attending  the COP 22 gave a presentation 
about climate change and greenhouse gases on the 28th 
of October in the theater.

AAC sophomore Shakir Bahida being filmed in an interview 
regarding environmental issues at the COP 22. 

Dear Parents, 

October 31 marked the end of the first quarter.  It?s an 
opportunity for students to reflect on their  work habits,  and 
take positive action for change if needed. It?s also an 
opportunity for teachers to reflect on their instructional 
practices and make adjustments in strategies that best serve 
students? learning needs. Sara Zarzo, our Curriculum Director, 
has been instrumental in assisting teachers as we blend 
Project Based Learning approaches with the curriculum.  
Several programs designed to develop critical thinking skills 
have been launched the past few weeks; COP22, a  
conference where students share ideas with others about 
protecting the environment, Model United Nations (MUN), 
that  encourages students to debate, discuss and speak about 
issues facing the world, and  World Scholars Cup, a program 
designed to prepare middle school students for MUN. 

We are pleased that you have joined us here today for 
Parent-Teacher Conferences.  Strong partnerships between 
parents and teachers create the foundation that  fosters 
student achievement.  We know that parents know their 
children best. So, with your help and knowledge, we will make 
sure they reach their potential.  Sincerely, 

 Dean Jex 

Secondary Principal 
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Seniors and t he College applicat ion process 

All our seniors have embarked on the journey of college preparation. 
They face numerous tasks that they need to complete including staying 
on track academically. Some of them have AP classes which mean more 
workload. So the pressure is rising. Well, nobody ever said that searching 
for the ?perfect? matching college is not nerve-racking and agitating. 
However, although it is challenging for them to get accustomed to the 
idea that a new journey awaits them after high school, for most of them 
anticipation for the future seems to be greater than all the other 
emotions. What a great feeling!

They are taking the semester long course Careers exploration to be able 
to choose from a wide range of substantial postsecondary options, 
including college. They are all taking the necessary action to commit to 
their ?MATCH? choice. Most of them finished their Common application 
(US) and UCAS (UK) form including their personal essay and other college 
specific application forms.

College/Career  Planning Meet ings

Individual meetings with all high school students (grades 9-12) and the 
college counselor started at the end of September and will conclude 
before the winter break. The main purpose of these meetings is to make 
sure all HS students are on track and meet the graduation requirements. 
Besides, it enables the school to better plan the upcoming courses and 
electives offerings.  The meeting takes about one hour and allows the 
student to express her/his needs, strengths, and aspirations. 

College visit s 

Grades 9 through 12 students attended the presentations given by 
college representatives from the US and Europe (Northeastern 
University, DePauw University, Lynn University, GLION Hospitality 
Management School, Schiller International University, Bellevue College, 
EU University). 

Rollins College, Tampa University, St. Leo University, DigiPen Institute of 
Technology, and Wichita State University plan to visit us before winter 
break. 
                  By Narjiss Bentaleb, our College Counselor 

Kids having fun wearing their 
Halloween costumes 

Elementary students enjoying their 
Ashoura celebration

Practice the 5Cs
"Lost!"

The best way to develop critical thinking and creativity in students is to do it through situations and simulations. During the last two 
weeks the students of Grade 8 worked with their teachers, Mrs Lecroy and Mr Shepard on a real situation simulation called "Lost".

In this case the students formed teams to solve problems and create solutions for situations where they would have found 
themselves in case of survival. They have worked on specific tasks including building a landscape model of the area where they must 
survive, and then putting in place whatever is necessary for a sustainable life.

Collaborating together allowed students to learn valuable information about their research on Geography, and through their need 
to communicate they were able to put into practice the basic knowledge of their English curriculum.

Projects like this that encompass several aspects of the Curriculum are needed to develop and consolidate the Curriculum, 
competencies for the PBL, and the 5Cs.

Our 5Cs: Creativity, Collaboration, Community, Critical Thinking, Communication.

Sara Zarzo
Curr iculum  direct or
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